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Reasons for our involvement in the project



Teachers’ understanding of project focuses

➢ analyzing texts, written or visual, to see if there is any bias embedded  
in them by authors

➢ identifying how authors are trying to position us,
i.e. identifying how they are trying to make us think and feel

➢ being able to see whose voice is being heard and more importantly
whose voice is not being heard in a text

➢ being given the opportunity to take action to address any injustices
that might be present in a text; to assist those who are marginalized.



History of Involvement

A book entitled “Billy Elliot”,based  

on the film of the same title
Roald Dahl’s Matilda

The poster of a film entitled“Fly  

Away Home”
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Planning

Identifying the topic Should animals be kept in zoos/ theme parks?

Discussing principles &  
pedagogies to be adopted

● 4 Resources Model
● Gradual Release of Responsibility
● Multiple Readings/ Viewings
● Collaborative Activities

Devising teaching & learning  
resources

● Lesson Plan
● Texts/

Counter-texts/Cartoons/Videos/Poems
● Survey
● Worksheets
● PowerPoint
● Final Task & Assessment Rubrics



School-based Curriculum: Learning English through Movies



Four Resources Model



Gradual Release of Responsibility

Pedagogy: Modelling



Unit Overview

●Multimodal texts



How did the writer/webpage designer/producer/characters/  
cartoonists/poet influence your thoughts?



Implementation

Support from  
Coordinators from NET  

Section

Peer Lesson  
Observation

Debriefing Adaptation



Survey about Ocean Park



Survey Results: Have you visited Ocean Park?

Yes
94%

No

1D STUDENTS

WHO VISITED OCEAN PARK

Yes  
86%

No

1ASTUDENTS

WHO VISITED OCEAN PARK



Survey Results: What did you like about Ocean Park?



Survey Results: What did you dislike about Ocean Park?



Survey Results: Did you watch dolphin show?

Yes
58%

No
42%

1A

Yes  
61%

No  
39%

1D



Survey Results: What did you think about the dolphin show?



Text 1

An excerpt from the Ocean Park promotionalbrochure



The Use of Positive Language & Purpose



Text 2A: Exploring Characters’ Perspectives

Do you approve or disapprove of Thomas and Glen’s point of view? Why/Why not?

Now, let’s look at the farmer’s point of view? Do you approve or disapprove? Why/Why not?



Text 2B: Exploring Characters’ Perspectives



Exploring Characters’ Perspectives



Text 3A: Cartoon 1 In Prisons?



Understanding Author’s Intention



Text 3B: Cartoon 2 Philadelphia Zoo  
Elephant



Understanding Author’s Intention



Text 4: Multiple Readings of a Poem

The use of language

● rhyming words

● alliteration

● Repetition
Compare & Contrast

● Question

● If-clause /  
Conditional Sentence



Determining How the Poet Positions Readers





Final Task:

to influence the reader with the use of appropriate language

After learning more about animals captivity from different perspectives, you are

to write a letter to Miss Chan, the coordinator of your Picnic Day visits, expressing

your opinions regarding visiting Ocean Park in Secondary 2. You can approve or

disapprove of her choice of Ocean Park as a Picnic Day visit for KTGSS S2 students.

Make sure you give at least 2 reasons to support your stance.





Pre-Writing Task
• 2 students from 1A and 2 from 1D will Interview Miss Chan about  

her rationale for choosing Ocean Park as a KTGSS Picnic Day visit.

• Class brainstorms 3-4 questions.

• These students will report back to the rest of S1.  

report to 1B and 2 students from 1D report to 1C.

2 Students from 1A

• On an individual basis, decide whether you want to visit Ocean Park  

as your S2 KTGSS Picnic Day visit.



Writing Task (Your stance)

Do you approve or disapprove of Miss Chan’s choice of having Ocean Park as a  

Picnic Day visit for KTGSS S2 students?

approve disapprove

Letter of Appreciation Letter of Persuasion



Positives

●more aware of the information we receive every day

●more aware of authors’ intentions

●introducing authentic learning materials

●providing an authentic context for students to use the language



Challenges

●difficulty in coming up with a focus question and final task

●linking it to the existing curriculum

●taking up 12 lessons

●trying to integrate critical literacy elements into daily lessons

●getting the students to understand that CL doesn’t necessarily involve  
finding the RIGHT answer. We want them to think about many 
answers.



Way forward

●to elevate S3 students’ level

●to see progression of skills / language

●to incorporate more complex texts

●to use more challenging language

●linking skills to the senior curriculum

A poster of the film “SlumdogMillionaire"




