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Project description



Research questions



Key concepts of critical literacy

HD 1



Gouvis, A & Harvey, S.(2008). Strategies That Work: Teaching Comprehension for Understanding and Engagement. 2nd Edition. Portland: Stendhouse.

Key concept of reading



3 pillars of CR&W
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Four Resources Model

Reference: Luke, A., & Freebody, P. (1999). Further notes on the four resources model. Reading Online.from  

http://www.readingonline.org/research/lukefreebody.html

http://www.readingonline.org/research/lukefreebody.html


Questions that a text analyst could ask themselves
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HD 1



Critical analysis ofthe text

● Writtenelements

●Visualelements

● Positioning

● Stereotypes

● Representation

● Voices

❏Problem posing
❏Switching
❏Juxtapositioning

Evaluation of the text
(e.g. implied meaning, the author’s point of view

(implicitly or explicitly stated), issues embedded,

underlying message of the texts (e.g.social justice,  

equality)

M McLAUGHLIN, G L. DeVOOGD. (2004).
Critical Literacy: Enhancing Students'
Comprehension of Text. Scholastic.

What are the students expected to 
learn to become a text analyst?

HD 2



Multiple readings

Reading Purpose Coverage  

of text

1 - General understanding of the text whole

2 - Deeper understanding of the text

- Reading competency development (e.g.

vocabulary, grammar, reading strategies, text type)

- Preparation for critical analysis

targeted parts

3 - Critical analysis and evaluation of the text whole or  

parts

HD 1



Gradual release of responsibility

Teacherresponsibility

“I doit.”

“We doit.”

“Youdo it.”

“You do it alone.”
Independent
application

Studentresponsibility

Tmodelling



What’s more

HD 1

The teacher can encourage students to look beyond the literal  
meaning of the texts and critically analyse and evaluate the  
texts in respect of the implied meaning, the author’s intent and  
stance on various issues as embedded in the underlying  
message of the texts, which may range from social justice to  
racial or gender equality. (p.31)

facilitate the development of critical literacy skills to enable  
students not only to understand, appreciate, and evaluate what  
they read and view at a deeper level, but also to help them  
become more reflective and independent learners.



School context and why CR&W
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Expected outcomes

Students

read deeper

with critical eyesand

multiple perspectives

to e  x  p l o r e topics,

u n d e r s t a n d issues

and c h a l l e n g e their perceptions 

and assumptions of the world.



Integrating

critical literacy into the S3school-based

English Languagecurriculum
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KTSSS

Existing schemes of work and teacherpractices  

(e.g. Textbook, multiple readings, T-developed  
reading worksheets)

CR&W@KTSSS
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A textbook  

reading passage  

about popular  

comicscharacters  

in Hong Kong

A textbook  

reading  

passage  

aboutfitness

Various online

advertisements about fitness

clubs

Two comics strips

Atextbook 

reading  

passage  

about  

voluntary  

work

Atextbook 

reading  

passage  

about pop  

idols

Other resources, including photos, videos and articles about voluntarywork

Other resources, including photos of popular idols and news articlesabout  

popular idols

An image showing people  

comfortable with their  

body shape



HD 1
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Progression of learning
Unit 1
Comics



Sample resources: Unit 1 (Comics)

positioning, evaluation of text, identifying 

issues



Reading Purpose

1 - General understanding of the text

2 - Deeper understanding

-Reading competency development (e.g. vocabulary, grammar,  

reading strategies, text type)

- Preparation for critical analysis

3 - Critical analysis and evaluation of the text

HD 4
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Step 1

Identify the text that

causes a  

(subconscious)  

response.

Step 2

Think of how the text

might influence the  

reader?

(What does the writer  

want the reader to  

think/feel/do?)

Step 3

What is the language

used to influence the  

reader? How was that  

done?

3-step Language Positioning Analysis



the 3  
local comic characters are  
really very popular in HK

Cite “recent survey”

● more convincing

● up-to-date and  

objective result

“Language Positioning Analysis” table

Word choice - “ no  

surprise”: presented as fact

repeated  
practice

selected 
texts

all the  
units

In the S3  
curriculum

automaticitytrainthe
Ss’ mind



Questions My thoughts

Evaluating the text - Problem-posing Chart

HD 1



More examples of generic problem-posing questions
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HD 1

repeated  
practice

selected 
texts

all theunits
in the S3  

curriculum
train the
Ss’ mind

automaticity



repeated  
practice

selected 
texts

all theunits
in the S3  

curriculum
train the
Ss’ mind

automaticity



Explicit teaching of identifying issues

A cartoon contrasting the different reactions to a father and a mother doing the same  

thing to their children

(Source: https://crafty.diply.com/61864/13-photos-that-sum-up-the-hilarious-

differences-between-being-a-)

https://crafty.diply.com/61864/13-photos-that-sum-up-the-hilarious-differences-between-being-a-


(B) Wow, she’s

not even

watchingher  

kids!

(F)

DAD

(E) Wow, what a

good dad taking

his kids to the

park!

(D)  

MOM

(A)

(C)





Assessment for learning

Issue The issue discussed in the comic is how technology  

affects the private life of the working population.

Explanation

Opinions



Summary of CR&W in Unit 1



Sample resources: Unit 2 (Health)

Positioning, representation, voices



Source: Longman Activate JS3A (Unit 2)

Reading Purpose

1 - General understanding of the text

2 - Deeper understanding

-Reading competency development (e.g. vocabulary, grammar,  

reading strategies, text type)

- Preparation for critical analysis

3 - Critical analysis and evaluation of the text



Source: Longman Activate JS3A (Unit 2)

The textbook reading passageabout

fitness

you your

your

you



“Language Positioning Analysis” table



Source: Longman Activate JS3A (Unit 2)

The textbook reading passageabout

fitness

you your

your

you



Assessment for learning



Explicit teaching of representation

What is common in  
these   

advertisements?

Various images of fitness club ads showing fitmen.





Questions My thoughts

Evaluating the texts - Problem-posing Chart
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Assessment forlearning

Various images showing fit-looking women performing different types of sports  

activities



Explicit teaching of voices



Assessment for learning



Summary of CR&W in Units 1-2



Sample resources: Unit 4 (Voluntary work)

voices, stereotypes



👍
👍 👎

→ 

👎

A textbook  

reading  

passageabout  

voluntary work

A video clipabout  

voluntary work  

overseas

A video clipabout  

voluntary work  

overseas An articleabout  

voluntary work  

overseas

Images showing Westerners’  

voluntary work experience  

overseas



Assessment for learning





Assessment for learning



Today a volunteer came to our class and teach my

students. I felt happy because she came and help

me, but I don’t think she really wanna to help.

I saw she has given a chocolate to a child that sit

under the tree. I think she is kind at that time. But I

dispel this idea after 1 second. I saw her took out the

her phone and take photos.

Although I saw this, I thought she just wanna

have a memory.



Sample resources: Unit 6



Task:

Select a celebrity and justify  

whether he/she is a more  

manufactured / talented idol.  

Express it using a slider.



- Students

- Teachers

- Curriculum

Impacts



Impact on students



Self-correction

→ Ss show their awareness  

on the power of word choice.



Changes in learning attitude



Impacts on teachers



Impacts on curriculum



Challenges and way forward



Challenges



Way forward
2017 - 2018 2018 - 2019 2019 – 2020

S3 Top class  

(CL in 3 units)
Top class + second  

best class

(CL in 4 units)

Top class + second best  

class

(CL in 4 units)

S2 Top class  

(CL in 3-4 units)

S1 Top class  

(1 CL unit)
Top class + second best  

class
(1 CL unit)



Q and A

Thankyou

RNCT’s
School-based Support 

Services

forcoming!


