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Reasons for our involvement in the project
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Teachers’ understanding of project focuses

> analyzing texts, written or visual, to see if there is any bias embedded
in them by authors

> identifying how authors are trying to position us,
i.e. identifying how they are trying to make us think and feel

> being able to see whose voice is being heard and more importantly
whose voice is not being heard in a text

> being given the opportunity to take action to address any injustices
that might be present in a text; to assist those who are marginalized.




History of Involvement

A book entitled “Billy Elliot”,based
on the film of the sametitle

Roald Dahl’s Matilda

The poster of a film entitled “Fly
Away Home”




COEQUAL CURRICULUM]

Girls perform better than

A ‘e\‘ boys in HKDSE?

YES.




Project overview
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Planning

Identifying the topic
Discussing principles &

pedagogies to be adopted

Devising teaching & learning
resources

Should animals be kept in zoos/ theme parks?

4 Resources Model

Gradual Release of Responsibility
Multiple Readings/ Viewings
Collaborative Activities

Lesson Plan

Texts/
Counter-texts/Cartoons/Videos/Poems
Survey

Worksheets
PowerPoint
Final Task & Assessment Rubrics



School-based Curriculum: Learning English through Movies

¢ Kwun Tong Government Secondary School
S1 English Language
Learning English through Movies

Names: ( ) Class:

Design your own cover bassed on the movie Fly Away Home.
These are examples of students’ good work:
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1D Lam Ho Yee 2013-2014

Table of Content

Pre-viewing Activities.....cccoiieii i

Language Art: The Song and the Lyric
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Four Resources Model

*'Coding competence'
*Understand the codes and

conventions of the text's
language

* Semantic competence

*Relate the text's meanings to
wider social/cultural contexts
and discourses

Code
breaker

»Critical competence
e Critique the text's ideological

position and the positioning of
the reader

*Pragmatic competence

*Use texts for functional
purposes



Gradual Release of Responsibility

Pedagogy: Modelling Shared

Independent

Feedbac



Unit Overview

e Multimodal texts

Teaching Schedule

Critical Literacy (Unit of Work: Fly Away Home)

Focus Question

Should animals be kept in zoos/theme parks?

Text 1: Webpage
(1st lessaon)

Lead in: Ocean Park Webpage
. lUse 4RM for csking questions
. | cok far positive language only on the webpaqs

. Ask ss how They fecl cbout OF from this webpage

Text 2: Movie Clip
(2nd & 3¢ |lesson)

Text 3: Cartoons

Game Warden Clipping the Geese’s Wings Scene
“ Multiple viewings aof the clin
. Lecok al Ihe perspeclives ol IThe game warden and Amy respeclively
. Analysc the similaritics and diffcrences between the two charactors
. Role-play/Interview
A Shared Reading of Carteon 1: In Prison? (Counter Text)
. Infroduce 3=slep: cpproach o reading carloons (ORQ)
. Highlight clements to pay attention to in cartoons
(captions/ language/ images/ colours/ statistics)

. Whose voice is being heard/unbieardd?

(5™ lesson)

Independent Group Reading of Cartoon 2. Philadelphia Zoo Elephant (Counter Texf)
. Recap and apply 3-stcp approach to reading cartcons (ORQ)
. Whose voica is being heard/unhaard?

Text 4: Poem
(&h — 7% |lessons)

Animals in Captivity Poem

. lcenlily how language posilion recders

. Dectermine the attitude of the poct o kecping animals in zoos/themce parks
. lJse given phrases to express ideas

End Product
(8% -10™ lessons)

Pre-tasks of A Letter to Miss Chan

. Review Qccan Park webpaoge

. Ack SSif thers are any changes in their view of QP

. | xplain the final task

. Guidc 38 to draft 3 quostions for the inferview with Miss Chan

. Teach target vocabulary and sentence oafterns

. §5s representatives conduct the inferview with Miss Chan arter class
Ss representatives report the inferview result 7o the rest of the class

Ss vote ta collect different voices regarding whether they will go to OF in §2
. 53 writes a letter 1o Miss Chan to express their opinion




How did the writer/webpage designer/producer/characters/
cartoonists/poet influence your thoughts?

Sitting behind a cage all day

Wondering if all this waiting will soon pay
So many curious faces walk past me

All I really want is to be free

| miss my family and friends

| wish my happiness didn't have fo end
These people just want to make money
Why do they think my life is funny?2

If you were taken from everything you had

I'm sure you would feel just as sad

Katie Ward



Implementation

Support from
Coordinators from NET
Section

Peer Lesson
Observation

Debriefing Adaptation




Survey about Ocean Park

1. Have you been to Ocean Park? Yes (Go to Q3) MNo(Go to Q2)

2. It not, do you want to go and why? (End of the survey)

@ Yes. | want to go there because

oF
@ Mo, | don't want to go there because

NO

3. If you have, what did you like about it and what did you dislike?

I iked

I didn’t like

4. Did you watch the dolphin show? Yes (Go to @5) Mo (End of survey)

5. If yes. what did you think about it? &




Survey Results: Have vou visited Ocean Park?

¢

NoO

1D STUDENTS
WHO VISITED OCEAN P?

1A STUDENTS

WHO VISITED OCEAN PARY




SURVEY

Survey Results: What did you like about Ocean Park? —
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Survey Results: What did you dislike about Ocean Park?
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Survey Results: Did you watch dolphin show? (E




7 SURVEY

Survey Results: What did you think about the dolphin show? .—
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Text 1

An excerpt from the Ocean Park promotionalbrochure



The Use of Positive Language & Purpose



Text 2A: Exploring Characters’ Perspectives

Looking at Perspective
Fly Away Home Script: The Meeting

Thomas By destroying the marsh, they've accomplished their objective......which is, there's *nothing
*think about | left to save_It's a done deal. HEZEFHI5TH] Andit'sanoutrage! Rl . BT Thereare
what he laws against this. | want to know who amengst you is going to enforce #9185 them?
means by

‘nothing left’ | The Chair recognises Sam Tufts

4. Now let’s summarise how Thomas and Glen are similar in regard to their attitude to the land

The Chair | Sir....I'm proud to be one of the "they" you speak of. As a farmer, | don't have the luxury of an
and how Sam's attitude is different to theirs.

outside income. My land is part of the package because | can't make a living off it If 1 don't
sell, how will 1 send my kids to college?

Useful Vocab:

Do you approve or disapprove of Thomas and Glen’s point of view? Why/Why not?

Wl \REPHA S, B O ARMRELT N RELY) | UV L USIEVE G W YU WAL LD LW e

| wish you'd consider the fields and streams your children play in. The clean air, the clean
The Chair | water . . the general peace of mind. (X IERE And let's not forget the animals. They're on

the brink of RS ; #E... 2%k leaving here forever if this permit FFeIH ; 8 d is
Glen passed...

<NEGATVE

S
[

5. Do you approve or disapprove of Thomas and Glen’s point of view? Why/Why not?

1. With your partner:

Now, let’s look at the farmer’s point of view? Do you approve or disapprove? Why/Why not?

What punctuation is used by both Glen and the farmer to get our attention/make us think about their

perspective more closely? A
3. Now discuss and jot down some points about what the script/film tells us about Tom, Glen and Sam's
attitude to the land. Use some good connectives:
eventhough  although but  however
Thomas/Glen Sam, the farmer despite (remember it's followed by o gerund) 50 sothat  on the other hand

7. Let's summarise how we can be influenced!

Their language can position us through the use of e s P andn words.
Punctuation marks are also effective in trying to p us.

Time for -
Feedback 4




Class:

Date;
Exploring Diferent Perspeciives

Text 2B: Exploring Characters’ Perspectives

Clipping the Geese’s Wings 3cene Interview Guesfions and Answers

Let's ook at Glen's Penpective
Q1. What s your name?

Looking at Amy’s Perspeciive

Q1. What is your name?
Al

Al. My name is

G2. What is your job fitle?

G2, How did you interact with the goslings2 2

A2
( |
) @3. Why did yow taioe
such good care of the )
A2, My joB fitle i goslings? 35. What do yow think
§ Z obout Glen?
A3
AS.
Q5. Wny dia you need
Q3. Why did you go . 3
. e to clip the gosing's
to Thomas's house? N
wingss
A3 lwentto 3
AS. Because
Thomas's howse -
o Think of one guestion
Adjef:nves To | You want to ask Amy?
describe Amy:
\ @6
. . . "‘. L -
@4. What eise did you in Themas's - =0 Q4. How did you react when Glen
Adjectives fo describe :] ! oy S
REiEe Clen: Y fried to clip the gosing's wings?
i | Ad.
Ad. | also thed |
|\ @& what wil you do i
| tne geese fiy?
Ab. L will
Do you approve of Glen clipping the geesa’s wings? Why/ why not?

Do you approve of Amy keeping the geese as pefs? Why, why not?




Exploring Characters’ Perspectives

Do you approve of Amy keeping the geese as pets? Why/ why nots
| approve/\disqar DProve pf Amy keeping the geese as pets because
' ':DM{'/ ]IM 1 )TD_‘!& -

Do you upprovn of Amy keeping the geese as petse Why/ why not?
| approve/ dwscpprove offAmy keeping the geese as pets because
[\m ¢ g e T gnall The heple heed 1o haw deadon 1

%‘Lw




Text 3A: Cartoon 1 In Prisons?



Understanding Author’s Intention

3. What is the purpose of this cartoon? How does the cartoonist want you to think and

feel? Therefore, what does the cartoonist want the reader to think about animals in

captivity?
The  covtoonmst  wans WS fo think oot ok 3h ¢ t\\;ﬁg‘
'The covfoonst maws me to  feol sory, for The oyastures :n the  fanl  because ﬂ“ff’
bove no free \de i hoe  [mted s9ace.

‘”dg Cﬁﬂﬂm'bt !ﬁ&h+ wS o Ai‘ Yove \0& (hh'imdg a e ]\A\\'\L‘




Text 3B: Cartoon 2 Philadelphia Zoo

Elephant




Understanding Author’s Intention

1. What is the cartoonist's attitude?

_ ' - T | [ L | : §
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2. What is the purpose of the cartoon?

The  covteontt  want  ws  fo think abut  onihels me‘“”f-
The cartoonil  wanl  ng o Peel Sorvy Ao them.




Text 4: Multiple Readings of a Poem

Sitting behind a cage all day The use of language

Wondering if all this waiting will soon pay

So many curious faces walk past me ® rhyming words

All l really want is to be free
| miss my family and friends e alliteration
| wish my happiness didn't have to end
These people just want to make money

Why do they think my life is funny?¢

If you were faken from everything you had ® Question

I'm sure you would feel just as sad

e |f-clause /

Conditional Sentence
Katie Ward




Determining How the Poet Positions Readers

(a) Highlight the following words in the first two lines of the poem.

all day waiting wondering SOON
(b) Can you think of two adjectives to describe the feellng created
by the words. (i) bored (i) 1Dy o TPAL

(c) Do you think these are positive or nega’rive feelings®
| va\.'T' e

(d) Look at line 2. What poetic device has the poet used?

'l ‘r o
o 'ﬁr

(e) Therefore, do you think the poet wants us to approve or
disapprove of the animal’s living environment?



_..nd a cage all day
Wondering if all this waiting will soon pay
So many curious faces walk past me
All I really want is to be free
| miss my family and friends
| wish my happiness didn't have fo end
These people just want to make money
Why do they think my life is funny?e
If you were taken from everything you had

I'm sure you would feel just as sad

Katie Ward



Final Task:

to influence the reader with the use of appropriate language

After learning more about animals captivity from different perspectives, you are
to write a letter to Miss Chan, the coordinator of your Picnic Day visits, expressing
your opinions regarding visiting Ocean Park in Secondary 2. You can approve or
disapprove of her choice of Ocean Park as a Picnic Day visit for KTGSS S2 students.

Make sure you give at least 2 reasons to support your stance.
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Pre-Writing Task

e 2 students from 1A and 2 from 1D will Interview Miss Chan about

her rationale for choosing Ocean Park as a KTGSS Picnic Day visit.

* Class brainstorms 3-4 questions.
* These students will report back to the rest of S1. 2 Students from 1A
report to 1B and 2 students from 1D report to 1C.

* On an individual basis, decide whether you want to visit Ocean Park

as your S2 KTGSS Picnic Day visit.



Writing Task (Your stance)

Do you approve or disapprove of Miss Chan’s choice of having Ocean Park as a

Picnic Day visit for KTGSS S2 students?

disapprove

approve

[ ] $

Letter of Appreciation Letter of Persuasion




Positives :wa)e T lo <

e more aware of the information we receive every day
e more aware of authors’ intentions
e introducing authentic learning materials

e providing an authentic context for students to use the language



Challenges

constraints

)) Time

e difficulty in coming up with a focus question and final task

e linking it to the existing curriculum

etaking up 12 lessons

e trying to integrate critical literacy elements into daily lessons

e getting the students to understand that CL doesn’t necessarily involve
finding the RIGHT answer. We want them to think about many

dNSWEeErSs.
_Leoee

9O



Way forward

eto elevate S3 students’ level

e to see progression of skills / language
eto incorporate more complex texts

e to use more challenging language

e linking skills to the senior curriculum

A poster of the film “Slumdog Millionaire"







