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% = ;4 (o ) English Language

Introduction

To optimise the four core subjects at the senior secondary level, proposals are formulated by each core subject. Part II (B)
is on the proposal for optimising the learning and teaching of the English Language subject. The recommendations include:

® reviewing the School-based Assessment (SBA) arrangement and the design of the Writing Paper of the HKDSE
English Language Examination;

offering vocational English as an Applied Learning course;
enriching the existing curriculum with more emphasis on the academic and creative uses of the language; and

providing more opportunities for students to enhance their language competency through Language across the
Curriculum (LaC) and Reading across the Curriculum (RaC).

The optimisation proposal aims to offer greater flexibility for schools in curriculum planning and implementation to cater for
the diverse needs of students. It focuses on learning and teaching arrangements, with the curriculum aims, design principles,
learning targets and objectives remaining unchanged. The optimisation proposal enables schools to make flexible use of
time and resources to offer different kinds of learning and teaching activities / curriculum differentiation, ranging from short
focused pull-out programmes and cross-/ co-curricular activities to Applied Learning courses and elective subjects, to
address students’ diverse interests and needs.

The main aim of this part is to collect views from schools on the proposed changes to HKDSE arrangements for English
Language (i.c. the first bullet above). Views on the optimisation proposal for learning and teaching of English Language at
the senior secondary level will also be collected. Please refer to the consultation document (Annex B) for the details and
answer the following questions.

Curriculum

3.1 In the existing curriculum, 75% of the lesson time is recommended for the teaching of Compulsory Part and 25% to

the Elective Part.> To reduce the overlap between the two parts and optimise teaching arrangements, it is suggested
that elements of the Elective Part be fully integrated into the Compulsory Part or taught as enrichment / extention
components. Depending on the school contexts and student needs, up to 15% (about 47—56 hours) of the total lesson
time (313-375 hours) could be saved through optimised teaching arrangements, without compromising the curriculum
coverage. Schools can pool together the lesson time released from all four core subjects to formulate differentiation
or learning support measures to better cater for learner diversity.

How would you use the flexibility arising from the optimisation of the four core subjects to enhance English learning?
Please rank the following in order of priority, with “1” being the most preferred.
RANK

Short school-based programmes (e.g. drama class)

Short pull-out enrichment / remedial programmes (e.g. phonics programmes for weaker students and
writing workshops for more capable students)

Cross- / co-curricular activities (e.g. LaC Fair, Social Issues Week featuring a debating competition,
public speaking activities)

English-related Applied Learning courses (e.g. Applied Learning (Vocational English), Applied
Learning (Translation Studies))

English-related elective subject (i.e. Literature in English)

Others (please specify):

3

The Compulsory Part covers the learning and teaching of the four language skills, grammar, communicative functions,
vocabulary and text-types. The Elective Part includes eight elective modules categorised into two groups (i.e. Language
Arts and Non-Language Arts). Currently, schools should offer 2—3 elective modules, with at least one from each group.
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3.2 Which of the following measures would you prefer to support the promotion of the academic use of language through
RaC and LaC, and the creative use of language through language arts?

Please rank the following in order of priority, with “1” being the most preferred support measure.

RANK

Professional development programmes
Print resource packages

e-Resources

Self-directed learning materials for students
School-based support
Others (please specify):

3.3 Will your school offer English-related Applied Learning courses (e.g. Applied Learning (Vocational English) and
Applied Learning (Translation Studies)) from the 202224 cohort?

] Yes
I No
1 Not yet decided

34 Please suggest some other areas of study for English-related Applied Learning courses in addition to Applied Learning
(Vocational English) and Applied Learning (Translation Studies):

3.5 To facilitate the implementation of the optimised curriculum in the 2021/22 school year, which of the following support
measures do you need?

Please rank the following in order of priority, with “1” being the most preferred support measure.

RANK

Professional development programmes (e.g. curriculum planning, effective teaching strategies)
Examples on effective use of learning time
Sample curriculum plans

Others (please specify):
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Public Assessment

3.6 In the existing Paper 2 (Writing), there are eight questions in Part B and they are linked to the eight elective modules.
To reduce the load of reading questions on students, it is suggested that Part B of Paper 2 (Writing) be delinked from
the elective modules and the number of questions be reduced. What do you think is the optimal number of questions
for candidates to choose from in Part B?

] 3 questions
[J 4 questions

3.7 In the exisitng design of the SBA, of the two marks to be submitted, one is from the reading / viewing programme and
one from the Elective Part. It is suggested that both SBA marks be based on the reading / viewing programme to
facilitate more focused learning and teaching. In this connection, what is the appropriate number of texts for students
to read / view in preparation for the SBA?

] 2-4texts
(] 3-4texts

3.8 In view of unpredictable circumstances (e.g. COVID-19) that might cause disruption to face-to-face speaking
examinations, do you agree that the feasibility of a computer-based speaking assessment should be explored to replace
the face-to-face public speaking examination in the long run?

L] Strongly agree

I Agree

[ Disagree

1 Strongly disagree

Other Comments

3.9 Do you have other comments or suggestions on the proposed measures and changes to the English Language
curriculum and public assessment?
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English Language (S4-S6)

Optimising Arrangements
Introduction

The following proposal is formulated to optimise the arrangements for the learning and teaching of
senior secondary English Language and the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE)
Examination. Recommendations include:

e integrating the Compulsory and Elective Parts of the curriculum to create space;

e offering Applied Learning (Vocational English) and other English-related Applied Learning
courses to cater for students’ diverse interests and needs;

e promoting the creative use of language through language arts, and academic use of language
through Reading across the Curriculum (RaC) and Language across the Curriculum (LaC) to
stretch students’ potential in English learning; and

e improving the design of the School-based Assessment (SBA) and Paper 2 (Writing) of the
HKDSE English Language Examination to reduce the workload on students and enhance the
effectiveness of the assessment.

Among the above recommendations, integrating the Compulsory and Elective Parts of the English
Language curriculum, and improving the design of the SBA and Paper 2 (Writing) of the HKDSE
English Language Examination are part of a holistic optimisation initiative to be implemented across
the four core subjects to create space for schools to cater for learner diversity in accordance with
school context and students’ learning and development needs.

Curriculum Framework

With the curriculum aims, design principles, learning targets and objectives, including the learning
and teaching elements, stated in English Language Curriculum and Assessment Guide
(Secondary 4—6) (CDC & HKEAA, 2007) (with updates in November 2015) unchanged, some
refinement is proposed to create space, and facilitate flexible use of time and holistic planning of
differentiation measures to cater for learning diversity, as detailed below:

Existing Curriculum

Proposed Changes

e a total of 313-375 hours of lesson

time recommended in the existing
curriculum guides

e saving up to 15% (about 47-56 hours)

of the total lesson time through
reducing the overlap between the
Compulsory and Elective Parts and
optimising teaching arrangements

75% of the lesson time allocated to

the Elective Part for the teaching of
2-3 elective modules

the Elective Part to be fully integrated

C.?;:}';glnu dm the Compulsory Part into the Compulsory Part, or
Design 25% of the lesson time allocated to the Elective Part to be taught as

enrichment / extension components,
with emphasis on the creative use of
English through the language arts
components

(Please refer to the “Suggested
Learning Activities for Integration”)

%27 F
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Existing Curriculum

Proposed Changes

e strengthening cross-curricular links and collaboration by:
- promoting the academic use of language through RaC and LaC, as well as co-

Cross- curricular and life-wide learning activities; and
curricular - offering Applied Learning (Vocational English) from the 2021-23 cohort and
Links expanding the range of English-related Applied Learning courses in the future.
(Please refer to EDB Circular Memorandum No. 69/2020 “Senior Secondary Applied
Learning Courses (2021-23 Cohort)” for details.)
Assessment

The assessment design of the HKDSE English Language subject will remain unchanged, as outlined
in the following table:

Component Weighting Duration
Public Paper 1 Reading* 20% 1% hours
Examination | paper 2 Writing (comprising Part A and Part B) 25% 2 hours
Paper 3 Listening & Integrated Skills*
Paper 4 Speaking 30% About 2 hours
10% About 20 minutes
School-based Assessment (for school candidates only) 15%

Changes are proposed to refine the design of the following assessment components:

Existing Design Proposed Design
Part A — one short guided task Part A - one short euided task
(about 200 words) (about 200 words)

e one compulsory short question

e no change

Part B — one long task

Part B — one long task

Paper 2
(Writing) (about 400 words) (about 400 words)
e cight questions (each on one elective | @ delinking questions in Part B from
module of the Elective Part) for the eight elective modules
students’ free choice e reducing the number of questions to
save time on reading questions
e two marks to be submitted, one from | e two marks submitted based only on
the reading / viewing programme, the reading / viewing programme (i.e.
one from the Elective Part, each no SBA required on the Elective Part,
accounting for 7.5% of the total which is to be fully integrated into the
SBA subject mark Compulsory Part)
e 4 texts to be read / viewed in the | e adjusting the number of texts to be
course of 3 years in preparation for read / viewed
the SBA
*Note: The Graded Approach is adopted in Paper 1 (Reading) and Paper 3 (Listening and Integrated

Skills) as a differentiation arrangement to cater to the wide ability range of candidates.

it P FRESAE (2021)
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Suggested Learning Activities for Integration

As topics and themes in the Compulsory and Elective Parts are closely related, the two parts can be smoothly
integrated. The table below provides some ideas and examples on how the learning elements of the Elective
Part can be integrated into the Compulsory Part of the senior secondary English Language curriculum:

Suggested Modules and Units for the
Compulsory Part

Possible Elective
Modules for Integration

Suggested Integration Activities

Getting along with Others
* Friendship and Dating
* Sharing, Co-operation, Rivalry

< Drama
<~ Poems and Songs

* Developing a script and role-playing a
scene on the conflict between two
friends

* Listening to songs about friendship and
love and understanding the theme and
figurative language used in the lyrics

Study, School Life and Work

* Study and Related Pleasure / Problems
* Experiments and Projects

* Occupations, Careers and Prospects

<> Popular Culture

<~ Workplace
Communication

* Writing a letter for a newspaper column
to offer advice on teenage problems

* Conducting a mock job-interview in a
Career Expo

Cultures of the World
* Travelling and Visiting

e Customs, Clothes and Food of Different
Places

<~ Poems and Songs
< Popular Culture

* Reading poems and listening to folk
songs about other places and cultures

* Reading reviews on travel blogs and
websites to plan trips and itineraries

Wonderful Things

* Successful People and Amazing Deeds
* Great Stories

* Precious Things

<~ Short Stories
< Sports Communication

* Reading stories / biographies of Nobel
laureates

* Watching documentaries of famous
athletes

Nature and Environment
* Protecting the Environment
* Resources and Energy Conservation

< Debating
<> Social Issues

¢ Conducting a debate on environmental
conservation vs economic development

e Designing a questionnaire  and
conducting a mini-survey on an
environmental issue

The Individual and Society

e Crime

* Human Rights (personal rights, civic
rights, respect)

<> Short Stories
<> Social Issues

* Reading and analysing the theme and
plot of a detective story

* Giving a speech on discrimination / the
importance of an inclusive community

Communicating
¢ The Media and Publications

* International Network (Internet)

<> Social Issues

<> Workplace
Communication

* Discussing the pros and cons of social
media and suggesting solutions to
problems caused

e Writing a memorandum to staff on
cyber security at the workplace

Technology
» Changes Brought about by Technology

< Debating
<> Social Issues

e Conducting a debate on whether
Artificial Intelligence does more harm
than good

e Writing an article about how
technology changes the ways students
learn

Leisure and Entertainment
* The World of Sports
e “Showbiz”

< Sports Communication
< Drama

e Writing a proposal to suggest a new
sport to be included in the Olympic
Games/a new city to host the Olympic
Games

* Recreating the ending of a play /
musical
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