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Bﬁﬁ IQEA (Improving the Quality of Education for All) Sharing on Big Book Exercise
3E BIG BOOK EXERCISE
2005

(A) The Task
3E students [in groups] had to:
e write & illustrate stories for primary school students
* make 'Big Books’
® present their books to pupils at a Sham Shui Po Government Primary School English Camp activity

(B) The Process
e introduce the BIG BOOK concept
e write stories & sketch illustrations
® produce & present books

(C) Key Ideas
¢ work from students’ knowledge & experience
® provide models so that students understood the goal
® give students the knowledge they needed for the task
¢ get students to think creatively & be self-critical

(D) LEARNING PHASE ~ preparation
Worksheet based

e discussions

® question & answer responses

® note taking

¢ reading of Big Books in pairs

* writing personal responses

® [ooking for examples of language use
® whole class story writing

Positive observations

e students very interested & keen
® seemed to understand concepts
® picked up terms quickly

® good resources

Negative aspects

e couldn’t recall being read to

* weak ideas with poor cause and effect sequences

® read & worked very slowly therefore pressure on time developed
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(E) DOING PHASE ~ students in action
Group based

® writing a brief synopsis of story
e drafting of full text

® proofreading and editing

® peer evaluation

® adding illustrations

(F) DOING PHASE ~ students in action

Positive observations

® groups very supportive & focused on task

e jllustrations very appealing

e reacted well to suggestions, rewriting whole stories willingly
® genuinely wanted to get it right

¢ [eaders emerged from the masses

Negative aspects

® students very confident but ideas unoriginal - limited creativity

e ‘disconnect’ between knowing something & doing it

® huge vocabulary & grammar deficit

e inappropriate vocabulary for audience

e relied on class time — not much done beyond the class

* wanted teacher to solve all the problems and 'give them the answers’

JUST DON'T END UP WHERE YOU STARTED




