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The real strength of Te Whāriki is its capacity to establish 

strong and durable foundations for every culture in 

Aotearoa New Zealand, and in the world ... Te Whāriki rests 

on the theory that all children will succeed in education 

when the foundations to their learning are based on an 

understanding and a respect for their cultural roots.

Reedy & Reedy (2013)

Learner identity is enhanced when childrenɅs home languages and 

cultures are valued in educational settings and when kaiako are 

responsive to their cultural ways of knowing and being. For Māori 

this means kaiako need understanding of a world view that 

emphasises the childɅs whakapapa connection to Māori creation, 

across Te Kore, te pō, te ao ārama, atua Māori and tīpuna. All 

children should be able to access te reo Māori in their ECE setting, 

as kaiako weave te reo Māori and tikanga Māori into the everyday 

curriculum.






