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Why is it important to promote reading?

(UIL, 2007) 
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Reading is the foundation of lifelong 

learning and success. 

Reading is an important factor that 

affects children’s future educational 

and economic opportunities



Promoting Reading across the Curriculum

3



Reading across the Curriculum
Entry points

G.E Programme

+ English readers Content 

knowledge 

Reading skill & 

strategies

Values & attitudes

Thinking skills

Text structure and 

features

Knowledge of text types

Rhetorical functions and 

language structures

Other KLAs / 

aspects of the 

curriculum

4

e-Learning

Multimodal 

text

Library books 

& curriculum

Co-curricular

activities



Our school background

• Students mainly come from neighbouring estates 

• There is room for improvement in  students’ reading 
skills and motivation in reading

• There is a need to help students to cultivate a reading 
habit

• We applied for PEEGS to develop reading and RaC
from P.4 to P.6

• We were collaborating with SBCDP in developing the 
P.4 and P.5 curriculum while undertaking this 
endeavour
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Setting realistic goals based on students’ needs

Basic Education Curriculum Guide - To Sustain, Deepen and Focus on Learning to Learn (Primary 1-6), 2014

Entry points:

� Themes/topics

� Reading skills & 
strategies

� Text types

� Text organization

� Rhetorical 
functions

� Thinking skills 

Reinforcing students’ 

ability to integrate the 

knowledge, skills and 

learning experiences 

gained in different KLAs
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Specifying the roles of different parties

The Core team 

• coordinates and 
discusses with the 
different subject 
departments 

• formulates a detailed 
implementation plan, 
which includes the 
implementation date, 
subjects to be involved, 
and reading activities, 
etc

• co-plans with English 
teachers and 
implement the lessons 
plans, with peer lesson 
observation

The Teacher-librarian 

• plays a supporting role, 

including:

- providing books and 

resources on related 

topics

- designing and organizing 

reading activities for 

students’ participation

Subject teachers 

• make adjustments to 

the L&T content and 

progress based on 

students’ learning 

performance

• communicate with 

other teachers in order 

to better understand 

students' progression 

in learning
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The curriculum planning process

Develop L/T materials and reading booklets 

Devise unit and lesson plans, detailing the activities, knowledge and skills 
to be developed and evaluation methods

Devise an overview for each level, including ideas for collaboration with 
other parties and possible tasks

Reorganize and reshuffle textbook units using a thematic approach

Scrutinize readers and select suitable ones (level of difficulty and interest)  

Decide on themes or modules or co-curricular activities for collaboration  

Scrutinize textbook units and schemes of work of different subjects
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Curriculum mapping and coordination
How can English teachers  
collaborate with other 
subjects to promote RaC?

Module Which theme?

G.E. 

Program

Which unit or module?

Reader What reader?

Reading

skills

What reading skills?

Cross-

curricular 

links : 

matching 

with 

Who can we collaborate 

with?

Library  

Support

What activities can be held?

What books can be 

purchased?

eLearning What e-learning tools can 

be used?

Task What tasks can be 

designed?

Identifying possible themes 

or modules for collaboration

General Studies SOW
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Chinese SOW



Reorganizing textbook units to match with 
readers using a thematic approach P.5

1st Term 2nd Term
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Unit 5 

Cooking the Korean Way

Unit 4

East meets West

Unit 1

Chinese Culture Day

Unit 6

Healthy eating

Unit 1

Good table manners

Unit 2

The careless chef

Unit 2 

What an experience

Unit 4

People we admire

Unit 3 

I have changed

Unit 4

A changing world



Module Happy days

G.E. Program 5A Unit 1, Unit 4 

- Chinese culture day

Reader China 

(non-fiction)

Reading skills - Locate info from contents page

- Identify details that  

support main ideas

Cross-curricular links : 常識科 【第5冊】
1.祖國的地理
2.中國的氣候和農業
3.中華兒女

Chinese Culture Day

eLearning

Library Support Books related to Chinese culture

Task English lessons:

A. Write a comparison essay 

B. Write riddles Chinese Culture Day:

Engage in Kahoot games related to Chinese culture
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Example of an overview (P.5)



Developing unit plans and lesson plans
Textbook unit

12

Reading workshop



Revamping  the Reading Curriculum in Key Stage 2 
���� Textbook *Teaching Focus���� ���� ���� ���� Reading Workshop

13



Leveraging the support from the school library
Shelving books on related
topics to promote RaC

Making book recommendations 
and organizing reading activities

Famous 

people

Nature and 

environment
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Promoting RaC through making connections (P.4)
Module The magic of nature

G.E. Program 4A Unit 4 & 4B Unit 4

- The wonders of Hong Kong

- Discover Hong Kong

Reader Living in Hong Kong (Information report)

Reading skills - Book concept

- Locate specific info

- Skim a text to obtain a general impression and the gist 

or main ideas

Cross-curricular links 常識科常識科常識科常識科【【【【第第第第6666冊冊冊冊】】】】
3.3.3.3.往昔的家往昔的家往昔的家往昔的家園園園園

Life wide learning activity:

School outing

eLearning

Library Support Books related to Hong Kong

Task Write an essay to introduce a place in Hong Kong after

the reading workshop and the school outing
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Hong 

Kong 

Students learned:
� famous places in Hong Kong
� names of land features such as harbor
� adjectives to describe land features
� comparatives and superlatives 

General 

Studies

Library

School 

Outing

Students took a tour 

with teachers and 

visited famous places 

such as the Peak and 

Clock Tower. 

Students learned about the 
history of Hong Kong:
� Development of Hong Kong in

different periods
� Living conditions in the past / present
� Developing the skills of studying

history

English

Students read books 

related to the topic 

and recommended 

by the library 

teacher.

English

Students:  
� read facts about 

Hong Kong and 
famous places

� developed reading 
skills

Students did a 

post reading task 

and composition 

related to the 

topic

G.E.

Reader
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Differences 

between 

Hong Kong in 

the past and 

present

Development 

of Hong Kong
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Connecting learning experiences 

Reader and booklet

G.E. PorgrammeGeneral Studies

Interesting 

facts about 

Hong Kong

Famous places 

in Hong Kong



Broadening knowledge and developing            
reading skills through the reader

hills

flat

tall

land

• Reading for gist
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• Locating specific 

information 



Connecting learning experience and deepening 
understanding 
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Comparatives and 

superlatives

Revisiting the target 

language

More information 

about famous places



Allowing students to connect learning 

experiences in real contexts

School outing 

Places to be visited 
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Facilitating students to learn and 
apply what they learned in 
authentic settings
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Post-reading task after the school outing

Introducing a tourist spot
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Module Happy days

G.E. Program 5A Unit 1, Unit 4 

- Chinese culture day

Reader China (non-fiction)

Reading skills - Locate info from contents page

- Identify details that  

support main ideas

Cross-curricular links : 常識科常識科常識科常識科 【【【【第第第第5冊冊冊冊】】】】
1.1.1.1.祖國的地理祖國的地理祖國的地理祖國的地理
2.2.2.2.中國的氣候和農業中國的氣候和農業中國的氣候和農業中國的氣候和農業
3.3.3.3.中華兒中華兒中華兒中華兒女女女女

Chinese Culture Day

eLearning

Library Support Books related to Chinese culture

Task English lessons:

A. Write a comparison essay 

B. Write riddles Chinese Culture Day:

Engage in Kahoot games related to Chinese culture
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Promoting RaC through making connections (P.5)



Chinese 

Culture

Students learned:
� how to compare different cultures
� language for making comparisons
� activities for Chinese Culture Day
� the present perfect tense

General 

Studies

Library

Chinese 

Culture Day

Students learned about the 
basic geographic and cultural 
background of China:
� Location and relief of China
� Climate and agriculture of China
� Cultures of different ethnic groups in

China

English

Students read books 

related to the topic 

and recommended 

by the library 

teacher.

English

Students:
� read fun facts about 

China and Chinese culture
� developed reading skills

Students wrote a 

comparison essay 

and riddles to 

prepare for Chinese 

Culture Day

G.E.

Students prepared 

game booths and 

played games 

about China and 

Chinese culture

Reader

24
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Connecting learning experiences 

Reader and booklet

G.E. PorgrammeGeneral Studies

Reader about 

China

Venn diagram: 

differences and 

similarities among 

ethnic groups 

Basic

geographic

background

Basic cultural 

background

Unit 4 – East Meets West

Unit 1 – Chinese Culture Day



Identifying main ideas

Develop reading skills through 
the tasks in the booklet

Broadening and deepening knowledge 

about China and the Chinese culture

Locating specific 

information

26

Making 

predictions

Contents page



Explicit instruction of reading skills and strategies

Step 3:
Guided 
Practice

Step 2:
Modelling

Step 1:
Direct 

Explanation

Step 4: 
Independent 
application

(Armbruster, B., Lehr, F. & Osborn, J., 2001)
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Sam is helpful.

When we have 

problems with our 

homework, he 

teaches us patiently.
He always helps 

teachers to 

collect books.

He never 

shouts at us.

When we are 

noisy, he asks us 

to keep quiet 

politely

Sam is the best monitor. He is very helpful. He always

helps teachers to collect books. When we have

problems with our homework, he teaches us patiently.

He never shouts at us. When we are noisy, he asks us

to keep quiet politely.

Big idea: Sam is the 
best monitor

Modelling: Identifying details that support the 

main idea
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freezing cold at 

night

(P.8) From Xi’an, we headed northwest to the Takla

Makan Desert. This huge desert is covered in sand dunes

that are always moving, burying homes and villages. It is

baking hot by day, freezing cold at night, and dry as a

bone. Not a place to get myself lost in!

(P.10) After the heat and dust of the desert, ……

Big idea: Takla Makan Desert

sand dunes

baking hot by day
dry as a bone

heat and dust

Guided Practice: Guiding students to identify 
details to support the main ideas in the reader
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Tasks were designed to facilitate students to 
apply what they read and learned

Pre-writing task: 
sentence-making

Venn diagram: 
organizing ideas

Writing task: a 
comparison essay

Rhetorical function:
• Compare and contrast
(different, the same, 
similar, although, but)
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Preparing for the Chinese Culture Day

Preparing for 

game booths 
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Chinese Culture Day 
Providing opportunities

for students to apply

what they have learned

in a meaningful context

and outside of the

classroom setting

Kahoot games
Game booths 

and displays33



Module Relationship

G.E. Program 5A Unit 3 

- People we admire

Reader Helen Keller  (non-fiction)

Reading skills - Locate info from book cover

- Sequence events

- Locate specific info

- Follow pronoun references

Cross-curricular 

links :

中文科中文科中文科中文科 五上五上五上五上【【【【第第第第2冊冊冊冊】】】】
單元單元單元單元五五五五 15151515. . . . 籃球明星姚籃球明星姚籃球明星姚籃球明星姚明明明明

Rhetorical functions (sequencing)

Text structure

eLearning

Library Support Books related to famous people

Task Library lesson: 

Vote for the most influential famous person

English lessons: 

Write a speech about a person I admire 
34

Promoting RaC through making connections (P.5)



People we

admire

Students read different texts 
and learned:
� the text structure and
organization of a biography

� the rhetorical function (to
sequence events)

� reading skills and strategies
� how to introduce a famous
person

� Writing skills, e.g. elaboration

Chinese

Library

Students read an article and 
learned:
� the text structure and organization of
a biography

� the rhetorical function (to sequence
events)

� how to introduce a famous person
� writing skills, e.g. elaboration

English

Students read books

related to the topic and

recommended by the

library teacher.

English

Students learned how to write a 

speech about a person they 

admire through text analysis 

and read more on their own

G.E. and

reader



Facilitating students to transfer what they learn in Chinese to English lessonsChinese

Famous person

G.E. Programme

36

Reader



Adapting L/T 

materials
Text structure and 

organisation

Graphic organizer –

rhetorical function: 
sequencing
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Creating multi-modal texts to arouse students’ 
interest and develop reading skills 
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Revisiting book concept

Introducing Helen Keller 
using simple multi-modal 
texts on Youtube
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Developing reading skills and strategies 

Following pronoun references

Identifying the main idea
Making inferences
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Knowledge of text organization or 

structure is an important factor for text 
comprehension ((((Grabe & Stoller, 2001; Jiang & 

Grabe, 2007)
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Facilitating the transfer of knowledge and skills
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Teaching the rhetorical function: sequencing 

Teaching reading skills: locating 
specific information and sequencing 
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Text organisation: learning how ideas are organised to 

introduce a famous person   

Yao Ming

Helen Keller
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Activity: Voting for the most 

influential famous person

positive values and 

attitudes 
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Providing books 

about famous people

Introducing 

the genre of 

biographical 

texts

Library



Linking reading to writing 

46

Sample Speech

invented famous 

person



Supporting students’ writing through text analysis  

Grammar usage: 

the use of past 

tense and 

present perfect 

tense

Language and expressions 
in speechesText organization
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Writing frameData File

Autonomy in choosing 
who to write
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The person that I admire –

Nick Vujicic
The person that I admire –

Stephen Curry 

Promoting 
self-directed 
learning

Students 

read to write 

on their own
49

Introduction

Characteristics

Background & 

achievements

Personality & 

examples

What I can 

learn from him



Module The magic of nature
G.E. Program 6A Unit 4 Save the Earth

Reader A healthy Earth

(Description)

Reading skills -Obtain info from contents page and make predictions

- Identify details that support main ideas

Cross-curricular links : 常識科常識科常識科常識科【【【【第第第第3冊冊冊冊】】】】
6.6.6.6.生物的相互關生物的相互關生物的相互關生物的相互關係係係係

Rhetorical functions (cause/effect)
(problem/ solution)

eLearning

Library Support Books related to environmental issues

Task Design a poster about environmental protection

Promoting RaC through making connections (P.6)

50



Save the

Earth

General 

Studies

Library

Students read and learned about:
� the causes and effects of ecological

imbalance
� environmental issues
� ways to protect the environment
� the rhetorical functions (cause /effect and

problem/solution)

English

Students read books 

related to the topic 

and recommended 

by the library teacher

English

Students learned how to 

design a poster about 

environmental protection

and write an article on 

“Save the Earth”

Students learned about:
� pollution problems
� eco-friendly centre
� the use of “unless” to express a 

condition and “so that” to express 
the purpose of an action

Students learned about:
� the causes and effects of 

different pollution
� ways to protect the Earth
� the rhetorical functions 

(cause/effect and problem/ 
solution)

G.E.

Reader

51



52

Connecting learning experiences 

Reader and booklet

G.E. PorgrammeGeneral Studies

Reader about 

pollution and 

environmental 

protection

Solutions: 

Environment

al protection

Causes and 

effects of 

ecological 

imbalance

Terms and concepts

about environmental 

problems

Interview of the 

founder of Eco-

friendly Centre

Not 

sufficient!



Guiding students to explore pollution 
in more depth through the reader

Causes

Effects

Solutions

53

Reader



Learning the rhetorical functions of “cause and effect” 
and  “problem and solution” in English lessons

Effective use of multi-modal texts

54

Causes Effects Solutions



Post-reading task – student work

Using 

imperatives

Acrostic 
poem

Teaching features of 

posters

Teaching persuasive 

strategies

55

Sample posters



Writing tasks were designed based on 
what student had learned

Content 

knowledge

vocabulary

Text types

Target 

language

A diary from 

a character’s 

perspective 

A narrative 

about a Fun 

Fair

A speech 

about a 

person I 

admire
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Magazine 
article

Reading and writing a wider range of text types 

Poster

Speech 

Presentation

Story 

Biography

Reading skills 

developed

Reading 

horizons 

widened

Knowledge 

base 

broadened
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Our observation

�Students were actively engaged in the reading 

lessons, especially when teachers included                

e-learning tools

�Students were motivated to re-read the readers on 

their own

� Students tried to apply the reading skills they had 

learnt in doing the reading comprehension exercise.

e.g. highlight the keywords, look for the main ideas 

and supporting details

�Students tried to transfer and apply the reading skills 

they had learnt when doing Chinese reading 

comprehension exercise
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Our reflections

�The success is attributed to our Principal’s 

support, other non-English teachers’ 

involvement and early and systematic planning

�A meaningful and fruitful experience to 

brainstorm ideas together and put our ideas 

into practice

�Opportunities for us to reflect on:

�how to teach reading effectively 

�how to make reading lessons or post-reading 

tasks fun 

�how to make improvements in teaching & 

learning
59



Challenges Way Forward
• Due to Co-vid 19, teachers 

would give the priority to 

the G.E. curriculum and 

some group activities were 

cancelled

� Review the P.4 –P.6 curriculum 

and rearrange the modules

� Review the content of the 

textbooks and tailor and trim the 

G.E. curriculum to free up more 

space for the Reading 

Workshops

� Revise the unit plans, activities 

and materials accordingly

• Some selected storybooks 

are out of print

• Topics/modules in G.S. 

have been reshuffled due 

to the revised curricula 

• The skills taught in the 

Reading Workshops were 

not tested in the 

assessment

� Review the reading curriculum

to ensure reading skills are 

taught progressively in a spiral 

curriculum

� Reading skills taught in the G.E. 

programme and Reading 

Workshops will be assessed 60



For questions and professional exchange, please contact

psyeung@asbury.edu.hk

kenchiang@edb.gov.hk
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Thank you!
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