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Signs of abuse

* Bruises, area of bruises, burns, clips

* “Hidden” areas

* Emotional changes (down/flat & = agitated)
* Behavioural changes

* Social changes — avoiding people or places

* Toileting frequency

* Regressive behaviours

* Kid may be angry and blame self



SEN = more incidences of maltreatment?

« “...children with disabilities are more than twice as likely to be physically or
sexually abused as their typically-abled peers...” (Petersilia, 2001)

» “Studies suggest that children on the [autism] spectrum are up to 2.5 to 3 times
as likely as their neurotypical peers to be targets of bullying and physical or sexual
abuse.” (Fisher et al., 2018; Sohn, 2020)

* “Neglect, psychological and physical abuses are significantly higher in the ADHD
group.” (Hadianfard, 2014)

* “35% adults with dyslexia reported that they had experienced physical abuse as
children, compared to 7% of adults who did not have dyslexia.” (Fuller-Thomson
and Hooper, 2015)

Sources:

Petersilia (2001). Crime victims with developmental disabilities: A review essay.

Hadianfard (2014). Child Abuse in Group of Children with Attention Deficit-Hyperactivity Disorder in Comparison with Normal Children.

Sohn (2020). www.spectrumnews.org/features/deep-five/how-abuse-mars-the-lives-of-autistics-people

Fisher et al. (2018). A population-based examination of maltreatment referrals and substantiation for children with autism spectrum disorder.
Fuller-Thomson & Hooper (2014). The association between childhood physical abuse and dyslexia: Findings from a population-based study.

AR WNPE


http://www.spectrumnews.org/features/deep-five/how-abuse-mars-the-lives-of-autistics-people

Table |. Characteristics commonly associated with child abuse, summarized by the Social Welfare Department of Hong Kong SAR.!

(d) The child

Premature birth

Unwanted child

lllegitimate child

Baby with feeding or sleeping problem

Non-thriving baby

Early separation from parents

Complicated birth delivery

Child exposed to conflicting child-care rearing practices,
Child with physical or mental disability
IU Child associated with family misfortune
| |. The female gender

MW NN AW

Adapted from:
So et al. (2018). A local review of child abuse in Hong Kong:
From the perspective of emergency physicians.
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Specific Learning Difficulties

Autism Spectrum Disorders

Attention Deficit / Hyperactivity Disorder
Intellectual Disability

Physical Disability

Visual Impairment

Hearing Impairment

Speech & Language Impairment

Mental lliness

SLD
ASD
ADHD
ID

PD

Vi

HI

SLI

Ml



Specific Learning Difficulties
(in Reading and Writing)

B o R D5t




Creative & intuitive

Big picture thinker

Listening & speaking

Letter-sounds

Word shapes & patterns

Sequencing &
organization
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The children went to work.
It took them a long time to pick up all the popcorn.
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Autism Spectrum Disorder
= PriE A 22 e

Atypical social skills
Atypical senses
Stick to routines
Strong interests
May be anxious

NEWNRE




“DAILY TRAUMA” for people with ASD

* Some people with autism find even everyday experiences stressful
because they see the world literally and may not pick up on the
nuances of what people say or do, causing them to lose their ability
to trust when people say one thing but do something else.

* “There’s a kind of chronic potential trauma of being in a world where
you understand 50 percent of what’s going on most of the time
because you’re missing all these social cues, so you're feeling
constantly out of the loop and having chronic stress around that..”

* Maltreatment can cause lasting damage, leading to severe stress,
depression, anxiety and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)

Sohn (2020). How abuse mars the lives of autistic people.
https://www.spectrumnews.org/features/deep-dive/how-abuse-mars-the-lives-of-autistic-people
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Source:
Gravitz (2018). At the intersection of autism and trauma. www.spectrumnews.org/features/deep-dive/intersection-autism-trauma
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* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgDR_gYk a8




Characteristics of ASD that increase risk of
maltreatment

* Non-verbal / weak verbal skills
« Communication / conversational difficulties

* Emotional processing difficulties (expression, perception,
understanding, response)

Source:
Edelson (2010). Sexual Abuse of Children with Autism: Factors that Increase Risk and Interfere with Recognition of Abuse.



ASD — misattributed signs

* Behaviours may be related to maltreatment but
attributed to ASD, or vice versa
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ASD — misattributed signs

* Behaviours may be related to maltreatment but
attributed to ASD, or vice versa
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Attenti
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on-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder

.D.D.”  combined

Hyperactive /
Impulsijve



Inattentive Type

* Forgetful

* Disorganized

* Lose belongings

 Careless mistakes

* Poor attention control
 Struggle with long projects



Hyperactive-Impulsive Type

* Fidgets

 Talks a lot

* Quick emotional shifts

* Blurts out without thinking



What is it like to have ADHD?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uDXiih5TFfY&t=191s

A Stressful Simulation of ADHD




Under COVID restrictions

* Less regular exercise

* Less outdoor time

* Increased TV time

* Increased social media use

* Increased gaming

* Increased unhappy mood

* Reduced enjoyment in usual activities
* Increase loneliness



ADHD medication changes

* Medication treatment may be irregular during
school suspension, affecting behaviour at home



Parents with
ADHD

Temperament Limited
of child with knowledge on

ADHD mental health

Ineffective
communication
& aggressive
relationship

Stern et al. (2018). Associations between abuse/neglect and ADHD from childhood to young adulthood: A prospective
nationally-representative twin study.



ADHD — misattributed signs

* Easy to attribute “ADHD” behaviour to ADHD only, and
not think of potential abuse
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ADHD — misattributed signs

* Easy to attribute “ADHD” behaviour to ADHD only, and
not think of potential abuse

* Besides behavioural signs, note physical signs and
behavioural changes



Intellectual Disability
B Ao lE b

* Q<80
* May have limited understanding of “maltreatment”

 Children with intellectual disabilities may be viewed as
easily suggestible or untrustworthy




Speech and Language Impairment
AT 3 e B

* “Those with behavior disorders face greater risk of
physical abuse, whereas those with speech/language
disorders are at risk for neglect.”

Source:
Abuse of children with intellectual disabilities.
https://thearc.org/wp-content/uploads/forchapters/Child%20Abuse.pdf
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Childhood Trauma and the Brain

UK Trauma Council

* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYBUY1kZpf8



Al
S

=~ IR ~ BB SR HE

LR BEREEERTHNR B

FFER X FFE SR PETZERR » RGBS S




TAPT RIS © T T RREE =R

o VR A RIEMERTE

‘Fﬂlﬁéﬁéj’l&7<,\7li’l'
BHRE, TfiER. RERRS

il B HERERZT MR-

il




W
A
N2
It
N
AR

i - BRI R

=T R (RS BT SR
Iz

3]

S\
e

Sunshine calls



EZTE_'TSEN%EEA’Z%‘Z":

il

TERHER - ]
oZ EMEZF ||
o Q[ {R] #fE AR AL
o Q[ {r] #EE AL
«901{A] e B A1

R @ e

~iEEERGEEEZE



B




SCREAME 53 B
THEHFE



Ah+1 %

2. DEEAM A
3. HEWE

i

25

= Pl

=\



MR TR

1.
2.

ﬁ_z

/

e+ 2L EIFRIE

Ul'

T 2R

S5 R RR

Z\

Sqan

I EHY R EE

EER

IV IR SHARS

A/




R AHERIBEIRE @ 2R Z IR

SR 18T (FR S R ES %?)

55

33



RE12 T RS B PR



O - R O

EARR EEEEFART

MIRF ]



fis+4 2EE3 i : NE S

1. FIEERYSEES
2. BB




N &~ o o =




HH

| BT R HE R B4

2. 45T /EZHTFEIE,I

3. E i E RSN E

4 ST ﬂ}x/uﬂ’]ﬁbﬁ
5. EHE ZTEFIHCHE




AETAMA THRIA®
RFTEHE A BB RER ¢

(&R E

* = 7r73< %:Z & :I:J »
Y[Ry 7



ZXE

IIkSs

* PRIFEASR

N:0)zEkss

— Y H VR .

I/ ,L-_ °

 THEREE =

Sunshine call 2 1%

.I

gia X 1% * IRIE

17BN B TR A 2E VR

Ex;, D212 SN

\

]

S

&) %2 HE




2V EMAN A TR A

E ||

o < H

=N

—h<5
—t<~

'f_T&lI_JT&\LDt,

Tt



R F %
HHEARER /1B (MERERIERER

[FESES9

T TE SENZE B! Ko BR B 7
*Any comorbidity?

I

[
}

)ﬁl



-//

B\é&i::__
° jﬁﬂ 5}: JLL% ]

*B8= SLI/ID/ASD 224

iy

SN IR E

7(%77 Yes/No FRETk 5 | &k

SEEHEERER T I

T3 L L - =2

-[A]RE? 2



BB AR HIRABIR R

e Interviewed in an unfamiliar context with unfamiliar
people

* Too in the present, don’t know that the discomfort of
“now” in interview or therapy will lead to better
“future” --> anxious

Edelson (2010). Sexual Abuse of Children with Autism: Factors that Increase Risk and Interfere with Recognition of Abuse



*"| am frightened to be put into a situation
where | have to explain anything to anyone....
Most of the time | just keep it to myself
because | just make too many enemies when
| say something...”

- Angie, an adult with autism with very
high 1Q, recounts the after-effects
of abuse as a child

*Prince-Hughes, D. (Ed.) (2002). Aquamarine blue: Personal stories of college students with autism.
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Baladerian (2013). Trauma and People with Intellectual or Developmental Disabilities: Recognizing Signs of Abuse and
Providing Effective Symptom Relief
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