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Require certain professionals to report suspected serious child abuse
cases: to provide for protection for the professionals for making
the reports; and to provide for related matters.



***4 Parts 16 Sections 2 Schedules 22 Pages

**Definitions, Reports, Form, Guidelines, Protection,
Specified Professionals, Public Officers

‘*Defences S5 ...honestly and reasonably believe....
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Part 2

Mandatory Reporting

When must reports be made

(1) If a reasonable ground to suspect the following comes to
the notice of a specified professional during the course of

his or her work as a specified professional—
(a) a person is a child at the material time: and
(b) at the material time, the child—

(1) has been suffering serious harm; or

(11) 1s at real risk of suffering serious harm,

the professional must, as soon as practicable after the
material time, make a report in respect of the child in
compliance with section 6.
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+** Procedural Guide for Handling Child Abuse Cases (2015)

** Now Protecting Children from Maltreatment — Procedural Guide for Multi-
disciplinary Cooperation

+*EDBC1/2020 B R B IRA L F W21 %2 itk * B2
“+The Billon ;23 W& 24 3% ¥ % in 2023/24?
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The Contents of the Bill

S3 Application to public officers
Part lll Protection for Specified Professionals

Division 1 — Pre-reporting Protection
S9 Prohibition on inhibiting or obstructing making of Reports

Division 2 — Post-reporting Protection
S11 Prohibition on disclosing identity of specified professionals who made
reports S12 No liability incurred by making reports

Part IV Miscellaneous
S13 Prosecution Deadline 12 months



Job Protection?
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Stages for Formulating the “Guide”

Stage | (from June 23 to Dec 23)
Consultation Stage

Stage Il (Jan 24 to Apr 24)
Forming 3 professional Panels (SW, Education and Healthcare)
To conduct Focus Group and form the Skeleton Document

Stage lll (From Enactment of the Bill to end of the transitional period)
To complete the Guide
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